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For nearly six months we have been dealing with Covid 19 and the challenges of flattening the 
curve, staying home to save lives, wearing masks and staying 6 feet apart as we venture forth. 
We have banged pans for frontline workers and given thanks for underpaid workers who deliver 
mail, or boxes or food to our doorsteps. And we have used social media to stay connected and 
to work. We grieve so many changes to our lives and the over 50,000 who have died and we will 
be living with this pandemic and its effects for months and years to come. 
 
We are also living with a longer pandemic that has been oppressing and killing people for 
centuries, and indeed, infected all of us with fear and hatred or others and guilt and complicity 
in failing to address the pandemic of racism. 
 
"My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet 
claim to defend the sacredness of every human life.” Pope Francis 
 
In the death of George Floyd, we have seen so clearly the sin of racism that is rooted in our 
culture, our country, our churches, and in us as a people. No longer can we turn away and go 
back to business as usual.  We must stand up with Black people and all people of color and “seek 
to build an anti-racist, inclusive and compassionate society not based on white privilege, male 
domination or environmental destruction”. (a) 
 
Jesus, Sts. Francis and Clare, guides for our ministry, reached out to the oppressed of society - 
from lepers to Samaritans and women - they proclaimed that the least, and the oppressed, 
matter. The forgotten of history matter and belong to the sacred family of God. Today, we stand 
with our guides and say, “Black lives matter.”  
 
As the Franciscan Spiritual Center, we welcome all as sister and brother and provide guidance 
and resources for living a contemplative and compassionate life.  Yet, we know we have 
inherited biases and perceptions that must be addressed as we confront the reality of racism. 
Our organization commits to sober self-examination, to increasing the diversity of our staff and 
board, to using our platform to promote racial equality, to amplifying the voices of people of 
color, and to ensuring that our hospitality and contemplative practices invite and include people 
of all colors and identities. 
 
Along with our sponsoring organization, the Sisters of St Francis of Philadelphia, “we invite 
ourselves, our companions, and coworkers, along with our elected officials and church leaders, 
to address the atrocities of racism on all levels. While we are long overdue in directly 
confronting the reality of racism, we recognize the need to look within our own hearts as we 
meditate on the words, “to change the world I must start with me.” (b) 
 

a. Racism and the American Dream, Ilia Delio, Omega Center Blog, June 3, 2020 
b. Statement issued by the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia, June, 2020 
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