
238 is our new favorite number. 

Let me explain. 

Of the nearly 300 people who filled out our recent

spirituality survey, 238 of you said that you “want to stay in

touch.” We are delighted with the wonderful response.

Hooray for 238! 

The numbers also indicate that many of you are new to the

Franciscan Spiritual Center. In these uncertain times, the

hunger for spiritual groundedness and community is very

strong. Amazingly strong. 

More than 80 of you have signed up for Group Spiritual

Direction. We have been having a holy and blessed time

meeting with you in small groups. The sharing is deep and

the longing for community is palpable. 

But, like all nonprofit organizations, we struggle with the

question: 

Where do we go from here? 

How do we provide spiritual resources for 238 of you and

the many more who are hungry for a listening ear, wise

guidance and an experience of the Holy? 

Your  support  is  crucial  to  how  we  can  respond  to  the  need.

You provide the financial gifts to keep eight Franciscan staff

listening, caring and guiding the ones who turn to FSC.
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I hope you can visualize Sr. Mary Jo or Eileen or Mark or Sr. Theresa or myself Zooming

with four people in a Group Spiritual Direction meeting. These are profound

opportunities – holy times – where people are sharing and praying together every

month. And these groups are meeting a deep, deep hunger. 

You  make  it  happen.  

One of our Advisory Board members said the Franciscan Spiritual Center is “laying the

tracks to the future.” This is undoubtedly true but in order to do that we need to

increase our capacity to serve the spiritually hungry. We have trained additional

facilitators to help with free sessions. We would like to continue to work with them but

we need funding to make it a reality. 

Additionally, our contract with our consultant ended but we would like to hire her for

additional skills: a marketing audit, grant writing, and developing a membership

model. We have more project plans and she helps bring them to life. You can help us

grow. 

The peonies and daffodils around the Center have announced spring. The trees have

their green leaves and many of us have received our Covid shots. As one friend said, “I

feel like a gray haze has lifted and I can see hope arising.” 

We at Franciscan Spiritual Center feel hope arising, too. The 238 of you (and many

more!) who want us to be a part of your lives make our hearts sing. 

We invite you to join with us in giving a gift to increase our capacity and to expand

our reach to the next 238 pilgrims who, just like you, want that connection to the

Holy.

Thank you in advance for your generosity, for your commitment to care for the

spiritually hungry, and for your support in helping hope arise. 

Thank you, Bless you. 

Larry Peacock Director 

P.S. I encourage to write a check today or to visit our website (francisspctr.com) where

you can make a donation (and become a monthly donor too!) and find out about our

spiritual direction groups and programs.


